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Abstract
The question “Who someone is?” is the realm that distinguishes human

individuals from others, and the answer to this question leads to “self-
knowledge.” In this research, getting through “anthropology,” which pertains
to the typical human species, we go into the sphere of “self-knowledge,”
which pertains to the human individual, in pursuit of a philosophical model
by which individual identities can be understood. Meanwhile, we will first
examine the views of two Muslim philosophers, namely Suhrawardi and
Mullasadra, to clarify the background of the issue and distinguish the author's
view from theirs. Next, the author will put forward his accepted view on self-
knowledge -that comprises the constituents of “who someone is?”- which
appears to possess advantages such as “generalizability” compared to the
views of the two above-mentioned philosophers.

Keywords: "who someone is?", human being, Suhrawardi, Mullasadra, soul (nafs).
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Abstract

Time is considered one of the most important philosophical issues in
explaining the reality of the human being. In contemporary philosophy,
Heidegger, by providing an existential interpretation of time, considers it as
the horizon of understanding and the very mode of existence of human
being; whereas in Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat-e Muta’aliyah) as per
the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujiid) and substantial motion (harakat-e
al-jawhari), Mullasadra views time as the fourth dimension of material
existence and one of the individuating characteristics of the human being.
Employing a comparative-analytical approach with the aim of engaging and
evaluating the two philosophical systems, this article addresses the
fundamental question of whether human beings are essentially temporal
entities or capable of transcending time.
The importance of time within Heidegger’s corpus of thought reinforces
the hypothesis that time has fundamental reality. To uncover the
relationship between the human being and time in Heidegger’s thought,
we must carefully review his definitions of existence, the human being,
and time. On the other hand, Mullasadra also holds an innovative
perspective on existence and time. As will be shown, if we accept
Heidegger’s interpretation, the possibility of human transcendence
beyond time is negated; conversely, if we prefer Mullasadra foundational
principles, Heidegger’s conception of time as the horizon of human
existence will not be acceptable.

Keywords: time, human being, existence, Heidegger, Mullasadra, substantial motion.
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Abstract

Various attempts have been made to explain near-death experiences
(NDEs), which have recently gained widespread fascination. To analyze the
nature and modalities of such experiences based on Islamic philosophy and
using a descriptive-analytical method, this article compares them with
dream experiences, considering them to be somewhat similar.

This study demonstrates that, in the light of the ontological and
anthropological foundations of Islamic philosophy, as well as twelve shared
features between dreams and near-death experiences -such as the reduction
of the soul’s attention and attachment to the body and the consequent
expansion of the soul, the return of attachment and the soul’s renewed
attention to the body, the inactivity of external bodily senses alongside the
activity of internal senses and the imagination (khayal), that some objects of
experience possess psychic existence while others having an existence
independent of the soul, being conscious, requiring no specific actions, the
influence of the individual’s preconceptions on the experience, and being
personal-these two phenomena are of the same category. In fact, near-death
experiences are closely akin to dream experiences, sharing similar
judgments regarding being true or false, and real or unreal.

Keywords: experience, dream, near-death, similarities and dissimilarities, Islamic
philosophy, soul, inner senses.

s This article was presented at the International Conference on Islamic Humanities:
Commemorating Allameh Mohammad Taghi Mesbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

Among Eastern philosophies, one of the most ancient traditions that
features the theory of mind-body dualism and the relationship between the
two is the Samkhya philosophy. In Samkhya philosophy, the mind is a
fundamental element that utilizes both cognitive power (Purusa) and that
of motion (Prakrti). Without the guidance of the mind, none of the
cognitive organ and that of motion are capable of performing their
functions. In Samkhya philosophy, the fundamental principle underlying
the body is Prakrti, that is, the metaphysical ground of all this-worldly
elements; therefore, the metaphysical foundation of the mind also lies
within the element of Prakyti. In Samkhya philosophy, the body is also
part of the realm of Prakyti. Thus, the mind and the body belong to a
single metaphysical substance. In this philosophy, one of the types of
relationship between the mind and the body is the acceptance of causality
and the interaction between the mind and the body.

The research findings indicate that Samkhya philosophy, among
Eastern philosophies, has succeeded in resolving one of the fundamental
challenges of the mind-body dualism theory; because in this philosophy,
the mind is a part of the world of Prakyti. Therefore, the mind can directly
be the cause of bodily actions. Consequently, the major shortcomings that
troubled the theory of substance dualism -namely, explaining the
relationship between the mind and the body and the possibility of
reflecting the objective world within the realm of the mind- have been
efficiently explained and analyzed in Samkhya philosophy.

Keywords: Samkhya philosophy, philosophy of mind, mind-body dualism, mind, body.
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Abstract

The role of religious foundations and their status in the formation and
orientation of sciences is among the topics that have attracted the attention of
thinkers in our country in recent years, as they have attempted to examine the
possibility of “religious science.” Meanwhile, natural sciences -despite their
role in the technological development of societies and their significance in
lifestyle and even in orienting the humanities- have received less attention;
although through examining existing theories, one can also judge the possibility
of religious science in this domain.

In their article, while reviewing the background of the issue and extracting the
views of certain theorists of religious science regarding the possibility or
impossibility of religious science, and focusing on the natural sciences, the
authors have made their attempt to analyze the connection between each thinker’s
perspective and his methodological approach -namely, whether or not the method
of the sciences is restricted to empirical observation. This is a key issue that, from
the authors’ perspective, plays an effective role in a person’s belief in the
possibility of a religious model in science. With this approach, if it is proven that
the theories of the natural sciences are also interpretive and analytical in nature
rather than purely descriptive, then the insistence on restricting the method in the
natural sciences will lose its justification, and the path will be opened for
reflection on the natural sciences based on religious foundations.

Keywords: religious science, natural sciences, presupposition, empirical method.

s This article was presented at the International Conference on Islamic Humanities:
Commemorating Allameh Mohammad Taghi Meshah Yazdi.
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Abstract

As one of the important branches of applied ethics, professional ethics addresses
moral oughts and ought-nots in specialized domains of human life, with “the
ethics of art” being considered one of its most prominent instances. The
relationship between morality and art, particularly in contemporary philosophy,
has been a subject of serious controversy, encompassing perspectives ranging
from the complete independence of artistic value from morality to moderate
moralism. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach based on library sources,
this research, while elucidating prominent contemporary views such as those of
George Dickie and Noél Carroll, investigates the relationship between morality
and art as per the foundations of Islamic philosophy and, specifically, the
thought of Ayatollah Meshah Yazdi -a domain that has hitherto been rarely
addressed in a coherent and systematic manner.

The research findings indicate that, from the perspective of Ayatollah
Mesbah Yazdi, morality encompasses all voluntary human actions, including
the artistic act; thus, art is not only dependent on morality but stands in a deep
and reciprocal relationship with it. Within this framework, the moral value of
art is the outcome of the interaction among three elements: the artist, the
artwork (comprising form and content), and the audience, with the ultimate
criterion of evaluation being the artwork’s relation to human true perfection
based on religious teachings. Accordingly, the desirable art is one that, both in
terms of the artist’s intention and agency, and in terms of form and content,
moves toward human moral and spiritual transcendence. Finally, the article
elucidates the moral principles governing the artistic act and the moral duties of
the artist based on the thought of Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi, demonstrating that
in his view, the ultimate goal of art and the ultimate goal of morality converge
in human true perfection and divine proximity (tagarrub).

Keywords: ethics of art, philosophy of art, morality, art, Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi, artist,
moral principles.
s This article was presented at the International Conference on Islamic Humanities:
Commemorating Allameh Mohammad Taghi Mesbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

As one of the important issues in normative ethics, which, despite their
significance and fundamental standing in Islamic ethics, moral rules have
received less attention. With the aim of analyzing the nature of moral
rules in the theory of divine proximity (qurb-e ilahi) attributed to
Avyatollah Mesbah Yazdi, this paper has been organized on the basis of
the application of moral rules in this theory. The research method is
descriptive-analytical, and the outcome of the research includes the
derivation of eight characteristics of moral rules, the typology of moral
rules, and the presentation of a specific definition.

Accordingly, the theory of divine proximity is among the rule-based
theories in Islamic ethics, in which moral rules play their role in the
deduction of moral judgments as the middle term for proving more
specific moral judgments through the major premise (kubra) in the course
of moral reasoning. The most important features of moral rules in this
theory include: exemplifying moral judgment, universality, susceptibility
to exceptions, realism, demonstrability, being informative (akhbari),
consistency with foundations and principles, and playing its role in the
major premise of moral reasoning. Furthermore, various types of moral
rules, such as positive and negative, general and specific, and primary
(original) and derivative, were identified in this theory.

Keywords: moral rule, Islamic ethics, theory of divine proximity, moral judgment,
moral reasoning.

s This article was presented at the International Conference on Islamic Humanities:
Commemorating Allameh Mohammad Taghi Mesbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

In moral philosophy, under the headings of egoism and altruism,
extensive discussions have taken place regarding human motivation for
performing actions. While posing this question to Muslim philosophers,
including Avicenna (Ibn Sina), we come across egoism based on self-love
(hubb-e dhat) as the ultimate end of human actions. Nevertheless, some
Neo- Sadraeians have turned to altruism with their hikmah-based
approach; among them, Shahid Morteza Motahhari, by separating egoistic
and altruistic actions and grounding both categories of actions in the
existential structure of the human being, has opened a window for the
introduction of altruism into Islamic philosophy. Using a descriptive-
analytical method, this research seeks to examine the question of what
explanation Shahid Motahhari has proposed for the existence of altruistic
actions devoid of any material or spiritual intention for the agent. To
investigate this question, it is necessary to examine his critical approach
toward Avicenna’s view, which aligns with the prevailing view within the
sphere of Islamic philosophy, as well as Shahid Motahhari’s specific
view, which is formed on the basis of love-driven actions versus
intellectual actions, and to examine his ontological foundation in putting
forward this perspective.

Keywords: egoism, altruism, intellectual action, love-driven action (Fe’l-e ‘ashigane),
annihilation (Fana’), Avicenna, Shahid Motahhari.
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