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Abstract
One of the important issues that has been the focus of many thinkers in
Islamic philosophy is the multiplicity in existence. Based on the different
foundations of philosophical schools, various explanations have been
presented regarding how such a multiplicity is possible. Several formulations
have also been offered based on the views of Sadr al-Muta’allihin concerning
this important matter. However, the influence of traversing motion as per the
theoretical foundations of the Transcendent Wisdom in explaining and
formulating the how-possibility of unity and multiplicity, and its emanation
from God, has been neglected in these formulations.
Therefore, in this research, we intend -through fundamental inquiry and
by relying on the analysis of the essential principles and the innovative
views of the coherent Sadrian system- to determine what formulation of
the nature and how-possibility of existence, and its relationship with the
Creator, emerges when special attention is paid to the influence of
traversing motion within Sadra’s philosophical system.
In this exposition, the reality of existence is presented as a single and
absolutely simple Being (Basit al-hagigah) which, despite its unity,
encompasses all things. It is created ‘moment by moment’ by the Will of
God, in such a way that at each ‘moment,” it possesses an existence
different from the preceding and succeeding ones. Consequently, not only
is it in need of a Creator for its existence and origination, but it also
depends on the Creator for its ‘moment by moment’ persistence.

Keywords: unity of being, traversing motion, Basit al-hagigah (Absolutely Simple),
true unity, the rule of the One, The arc of descent.
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Abstract

This article critically examines Wolfson’s position in his essay, “The Terms
Mushakkik and Tashkik in Aristotle, Islamic Philosophy, and
Maimonides,” through a comparative analysis of the theory of gradation
(tashkik) in the Aristotelian and Sadrian philosophical systems. The
findings indicate that Aristotelian gradation remains largely confined to the
domains of logic and linguistic analysis. Owing to the absence of a clear
distinction between existence and quiddity, it fails to move beyond the
realm of concepts and quiddities into that of objective ontology. By
contrast, the Transcendent Philosophy (al-hikma al-muta‘aliya), grounded
in the doctrine of the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujiid), relocates
gradation from the conceptual order to the domain of extramental and
objective reality. By articulating its four constitutive principles and
providing a genuinely ontological criterion for unity and multiplicity, Mulla
Sadra develops a novel and systematic account of the structure of being.

The results of this study demonstrate that, contrary to Wolfson’s claim,
gradation in Islamic philosophy - particularly in the thought of Mulla
Sadra - is not merely a conceptual or logical device. Rather, it constitutes
a system-forming ontological structure grounded in the primacy of
existence and provides a comprehensive explanation of the hierarchical
order of reality. Ultimately, by elucidating the fundamental differences
between Aristotle’s logical-linguistic conception of gradation and Mulla
Sadra’s ontological account, this study reveals the profound theoretical
distance separating the two approaches.

Keywords: gradation of existence; primacy of existence; Aristotle; Mulla Sadra; Wolfson;
general gradation; specific.
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Abstract
Within peripatetic philosophy, prime matter -as a formless substance and
the bearer of pure potentiality- has played a pivotal role in explaining the
‘change’ and ‘continuity’ of material bodies. Adducing demonstrative
proofs for its existence, the peripatetics, held that the realization of motion
and substantial transformations is contingent upon the acceptance of such
an entity. Having criticized those proofs, Mulla Sadra also offered a
distinct account of the existence of prime matter.
However, the concept of prime matter, from Suhrawardi onwards and
particularly with the advent of Transcendent Wisdom, faced serious
challenges and criticisms. Focusing on a critical analysis of the underlying
philosophical presuppositions of the peripatetics’ arguments, this article aims
to demonstrate that prime matter, as described by the peripatetics, cannot be
externally realized due to its contradiction with more precise ontological
principles. Furthermore, an attempt is made to analyze the arguments
employed in the course of demonstration of prime matter, focusing on a
critique of the intellectual foundations of the proponents of these arguments.
It will be demonstrated that the existence of prime matter, with the description
provided by the peripatetics, is not possible. This analysis also reveals how
the problem of the existence of matter is intertwined with other issues, leading
the reader to conclude that, despite the impossibility of negating potentia,
serious criticisms can be leveled against their views concerning prime matter.

Keywords: prime matter, potential existence, the congruity of cause and effect,
traversing motion, substantial motion.
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Abstract
Nowadays, the importance of the human sciences in addressing the needs of
individuals and human societies has become more evident than ever. The
human sciences can be categorized into two types: descriptive human sciences
and prescriptive ones. According to the preferred definition, the objective of
descriptive humanities is to describe, explain, and interpret human
phenomena, whereas the objective of prescriptive (or normative) humanities
is to transform, reform, and provide direction for such phenomena.
Among the philosophical foundations influencing the objectives of the human
sciences is the view of creatures -including the human being- as ‘ayn al-rabt
(purely dependent). While this philosophical outlook shapes theological
foundations such as the demonstration of God, the demonstration of the
Absolute Perfect, unification in creation (taw/id fi al-khaligiyyat), unification
in ownership (tawhid fi al-malikiyyat), lordship (rubiibiyyat), and unification
of divine acts (tawhid-i af“ali), it also plays an effective role in the explanation
and interpretation of human phenomena- as the goal of the descriptive human
sciences, as well as in directing human act, passivity, and social phenomena-
as the goal of the prescriptive human sciences.
This philosophical doctrine is the origin of the monotheistic ethical
school, while the basis for rights in Law (kugiig) and the legitimacy of
governance in politics are also influenced by this philosophical teaching.
In this paper, using an analytical-argumentative method and library-based
information gathering, the role of this philosophical perspective in the
objectives of the Islamic humanities is examined.

Keywords: objectives, Islamic human sciences, ‘Ayn al-Rabt (pure dependence),
cause, Creator, creature.
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Abstract

Strong Artificial Intelligence (SAI) holds that a suitably designed computational
system can, in the true sense of the word, possess a mind, consciousness,
knowledge, and will. At a deeper level, this claim entails that artificial
intelligence must possess genuine existence and existential unity. The main
issue of this research is to examine the possibility or impossibility of the
realization of such an existence as per the foundations of Islamic philosophy,
with particular emphasis on the ontological foundations of Ayatollah Mesbah
Yazdi. In this research, using an analytical-rational method and relying on the
distinction between “real composition” (tarkib-e haqiqi) and “conventional
composition” (tarkib-e e’tibari), the criteria for the realization of genuine
existence and existential unity are explained. It is then shown that artificial
compositions -including artificial intelligence- regardless of the level of
functional complexity or the manner of hardware, software, or cyber
implementation, lack the form of the species (surat-e nau’iyyah) and genuine
existential unity, thus cannot be regarded as a unified existent.

The research findings indicate that from the perspective of Ayatollah
Mesbah-Yazdi’s ontological foundations, SAI is considered a “conventional
compound” (murakkab-e i ‘tibari). Consequently, attributing existential qualities
such as knowledge, consciousness, and will to it is impossible due to the
absence of its subject (salibah bi-intifa ~e mawdu ). Accordingly, the claim
regarding the possibility of realizing SAI lacks a justifiable philosophical
foundation.

Keywords: artificial intelligence, Strong Artificial Intelligence (SAI), real composition,
Ayatollah Mesbah-Yazdi.
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Abstract
The present article elucidates the nature of metaphysics in Kant’s thought and
examines the criteria for its scientific status from his perspective. The central
question is: 1s metaphysics possible as a science? And if not, how is its position
defined within the Kantian system?

In his response, Kant argues on the one hand that by establishing the
criterion for ‘synthetic a priori propositions,” traditional metaphysics is rendered
impossible as a theoretical science. On the other hand, by introducing
‘metaphysics as a natural competence,” he defines a regulatory function for the
organization of empirical knowledge. By distinguishing between the
‘noumenon’ and the ‘phenomenon’ and defining ‘transcendental philosophy’ as
a new form of metaphysics, he constructs a new concept of the discipline. In
this new approach, the possibility of thinking about the truth and the ‘thing-in-
itself” is entirely precluded.

This research, employing an analytical-descriptive method and focusing on
the Critique of Pure Reason, first analyzes the dichotomy of Kant’s approach to
metaphysics -viewing it as both an impossibility in the realm of theoretical
science and a necessity in the realm of natural competence. Finally, the study
presents the most significant challenges to this system of thought, including the
contradiction in the concept of the ‘noumenon,” the unjustifiable restriction of
the sources of knowledge, and the self-defeating paradox, framed within nine
fundamental axes.

Keywords: Critiqgue of Pure Reason, Metaphysics, synthetic a priori proposition, Kantian
categories, Transcendental Philosophy.
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Abstract

The Present study aims to elucidate the role of philosophical counseling in the
development of adolescents’ personal philosophy and to compare it with the
theoretical foundations of Albert Ellis’s Rational Emotive Behavior Therapy
(REBT). While philosophical counseling facilitates awareness, self-knowledge,
and the formation of a coherent worldview through Socratic dialogue and critical
reflection, Ellis’s theory -by integrating psychology and philosophy- seeks to
rectify irrational beliefs and improve emotional and behavioral responses.

The research methodology involves a conceptual analysis of the
common and distinct components of these two approaches and develops a
model for the growth of adolescents’ personal philosophy. Within this
model, components such as Socratic dialogue, critical reflection,
meaning-making, philosophical skills, self-knowledge, and the
establishment of a safe and non-judgmental environment were identified.

The findin%s indicate that these components can facilitate the process
of personal philosophy development in adolescents through exercises
such as abstract conceptual analysis and philosophical journaling.
Furthermore, a comparison with the principles of Rational Emotive
Behavior Therapy (REBT) suggests that the implementation of this model
necessitates that counselors be acquainted with both approaches.

The study concludes that integrating philosophical counseling with the
cognitive-emotional components of Ellis’s framework offers a potent
pedagogical and counseling tool. Such an integration fosters critical
thinking, identi'g/ development, and the capacity for analytical reflection
on thoughts and emotions, thereby empowering adolescents to navigate
the complexities of contemporary life.

Keywords: personal philosophy development, philosophical counseling, Rational
Emotive Behavior Therapy (REBT), Albert Ellis.
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Abstract

In his approach to ethics, Imam Khomeini explains it as a state within
the human soul that motivates individuals toward action and deeds. He
also introduces the discipline of ethics as a tool for the cultivation of the
heart and the recognition of virtues and vices. This study seeks to examine
and explain the foundations of Imam Khomeini’s moral realism through a
descriptive—analytical method. Imam Khomeini’s moral realism can be
explained through several components: belief in the embodiment of
deeds, the ontological reality of moral concepts, the reality of the goal of
ethics, the intrinsic nature of moral predicates, as well as the intrinsic
evilness of lying and the innate-nature (fitrah-based) of morality.

Nevertheless, there are certain ambiguities within his theory. For
instance, the lack of a clear distinction between the discipline of ethics
and moral cultivation may lead to misunderstandings concerning the non-
realistic nature of his theory. Furthermore, the need to provide rational
arguments for the embodiment of deeds could introduce further
ambiguities into his theory. On the other hand, the issues related to the
intrinsic evil of lying and how to determine it in specific cases also require
further clarification. It is thus essential that these ambiguities be examined
and analyzed in order to provide a more comprehensive account of Imam
Khomeini’s moral realism.

Keywords: moral ontology, moral realism, intrinsic good and evil, Imam Khomeini.
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