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Abstract

According to Frege and Strawson's approach in analytic philosophy,
awareness of any object in the external world is possible only through
concepts and descriptions (the “descriptive” theory). However, Russell
and early Wittgenstein did not embrace this theory and rejected it for
various reasons, citing numerous arguments. According to one argument,
awareness of the properties of a thing in the context of the external world
becomes possible only when we first have direct awareness of that thing
itself and of its actual existence outside the mind -without describing it
through any concept. Otherwise, awareness of the external world would
not be possible, because its subject matter itself is absent (the theory of
logical atomism). By eliminating the mediating role of the mind and the
concepts within it, this approach is compelled to secure the distinction
between subject and predicate in actual propositions by positing their
ontic distinctness within the context of reality itself.

Adopting a descriptive-analytical method, the present article first explicates
this argument and then evaluates it on the basis of the foundations established
in Islamic philosophy. Having admitted the rule of subordination (far’iyyah),
Islamic philosophers do not believe in the concomitance of the direct
awareness of a subject’s properties in an actual proposition with the direct
awareness of the concept. Accordingly, the distinction between subject and
predicate is a mental one; thus, asserting an external distinction between them
results from confusing mental judgments with objective ones.

Keywords: direct awareness, direct awareness of properties, direct awareness of
concepts, nominalism, the principle of “subordination” (far’iyyah).
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Abstract

The Knowledge Argument is proposed to refute physicalism. Physicalism
posits that everything is physical, suggesting that physical knowledge is
sufficient to comprehend all aspects of the world. However, through an
intellectual examination, the aforementioned argument demonstrates that
even if we possessed all possible physical knowledge, we would still
encounter certain phenomena (such as mental phenomena) that provide us
with new forms of knowledge.

Some critics have argued that even if the criticisms against the argument’s
premises are set aside, the Knowledge Argument can, at most, prove an
epistemic and explanatory gap between mental and physical phenomena.
The present article focuses primarily on demonstrating that the
Knowledge Argument does not fail to prove an ontological gap as well.

Keywords: Knowledge Argument, ontological gap, epistemic gap, physicalism.
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Abstract
Contemporary humanities face a profound epistemological crisis, rooted
in the dominance of a paradigm predicated on unproven metaphysical
presuppositions, such as ‘methodological naturalism’ and ‘self-sustaining
anthropology’. Through restricting existence to the material realm and
systematically excluding non-material explanations, this paradigm has lost
the capacity to fully engage with the complex existential dimensions of
human beings. Adopting an analytical-foundational approach, this paper
seeks to demonstrate that overcoming this crisis is not achievable through
intra-discursive adjustments, but rather through a ‘philosophical
reconstruction of methodology’ and the establishment of a rival
‘monotheistic paradigm’.
Through critically analyzing the axioms of the dominant paradigm, this
article formulates the metaphysical architecture of an alternative paradigm
based on establishing principles such as ‘layered realism,” the ‘principle
of divine manifestation,” and ‘innate nature-based anthropology’. It then
demonstrates how this paradigm, by redefining ‘falsifiability’ and
focusing on the testability of the ‘implications’ of theories emerging from
their ‘hard core,” can set up the production of objective knowledge and
valid explanations of human phenomena.
Consequently, the monotheistic paradigm offers a coherent and
epistemically generative framework that, by overcoming the ontological
and anthropological limitations of secular science, opens new horizons for
research in the humanities.

Keywords: falsifiability, philosophical reconstruction of methodology, monotheistic
paradigm, Islamic humanities, layered realism.
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Abstract

The evolution of the soul proceeds through ‘proximity to God’ (Qurb);
from the perspective of Allamah Misbah Yazdi, proximity to God
suggests the ‘intensification of the soul’s presential knowledge’ (al-ilm al-
huduri) towards God, and the means of attaining this goal is to have ‘pure
intention. This research is dedicated to examining the role of divine
intention in intensifying the soul’s presential knowledge towards God.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this study seeks to address
how pure intention strengthens the soul’s presential knowledge towards
the Divine. Does intention play a direct role in this process, or does it
facilitate another mediating factor? Furthermore, which motivations are
congruent with divine intention, and what is the role of unconscious
motivations in this process?

This paper concludes that intention, through orienting the soul’s attentions,
leads to the enhancement of self-awareness. Motivations subsumed under
divine intention are found to be congruent with it. Furthermore, there is no
fundamental difference between conscious and unconscious motivations in
terms of reinforcing the core of self-awareness. However, the intensity and
weakness of these motivations exert varying degrees of influence on the
extent of self-awareness enhancement.

Keywords: intention, motivation, evolution of the soul, proximity to God, presential,
Allamah Misbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

The philosophy of critiquing power represents a novel domain pioneered by Mulla Sadra
within Islamic social philosophy. By doing so, he has expanded the scope of political and
social philosophy within the Islamic philosophical tradition, thereby promoting the
development of the practical wisdom (hikmat-i ‘amali) system. This paper aims to conduct a
qualitative study using a content analysis approach to examine the dissection of contemporary
crises by Mulla Sadra in his two treatises: ‘Kasr al-Asnam al-Jahiliyya’ (Breaking Down the
Idols of Ignorance Era) and ‘Risalah al-Thalathat al-Usul’ (The Treatise of Three Principles).
A study of the two treatises reveals that the civil society of Mulla Sadra’s era
constructs ideological frameworks through technical means i.e. various forms of
hegemony. These include: cultural hegemony (resemblance to the post of Caliphate,
Prophethood, Imamate, and mastership, claims of loftiness and virtue, and the
positions of issuing fatwas and guidance), social hegemony (having social prestige,
religious authority, and the patronage of Sufi masters), political hegemony
(alignment with political power), religious hegemony (the sanctity of mystics, the
emulation of their conduct, and claims of miracles and spiritual states), and
economic hegemony (the accumulation and utilization of wealth). These
mechanisms fostered thought patterns that led to a ‘narcotic interpretation of
religion.” Such patterns entail consequences such as the intensification of ‘sacred
ignorance,” religious literalism, and the reduction of religion to mere jurisprudence
(Figh), which have historically contributed to the tribulations faced by the Ahl-u al-
Bayt (PBUT). The study concludes that these consequences are mitigated through the
proposed paradigm (self-knowledge, purification of innate being, Sharia-centrism,
leader-centrism, and abiding by divine Law) alongside the awareness-raising efforts
by the true elite (authentic mystics) regarding the prevailing social conditions.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, Risalah al-Thalathat al-Usul, Kasr al-Asnam al-Jahiliyya, social
philosophy, sources of power.
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Abstract
The ethical theory of ‘Proximity to God’, articulated and presented by Ayatollah Misbah
Yazdi, is considered one of the most coherent and influential realist perspectives in
contemporary Islamic moral philosophy. Due to its philosophical depth and its attempt to
address new challenges, this theory has been widely embraced, while simultaneously being
subject to extensive scrutiny and critique. In the course of scientific dialogues on this
subject, this article examines the paper titled ‘A Critique of a Critique; Re-reading
Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi’s Theory of Proximity to God’ (Shahriyari et al., 2024). It is thus
written in defense of the proximity theory and in response to the author’s previous critiques.
In this paper, we will argue that although the aforementioned article has contributed
significantly to clarifying the core principles of Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi’s theory through
detailed elaboration, the fundamental kermel of the critiques previously raised by the author
remains unresolved across three dimensions: logical, epistemological, and ontological. As
to the logical dimension, we will put emphasis on the unity of ‘act’ and ‘title’ and the
impossibility of their complete separation in the process of value-judgment.
As to the epistemological dimension, we will argue that fundamental moral
propositions are not analytical but synthetic, necessitating independent
epistemological explanation. Concerning the ontological dimension, while
challenging the notion of ‘self-love’ (hubb al-dhat) as the sole source for explaining
the reality of moral values, we will contend that ‘love of God’ can function as an
authentic and primordial motivation. Furthermore, we will argue that the ‘Perfect
Man’ (al-Insan al-Kamil) serves not only as a ‘path” and a ‘mediator’ but also as an
‘concrete paradigm’ and an ‘intelligible goal’ for human perfection.
This article concludes that accepting these refinements does not undermine the
proximity theory; rather, by reinforcing the monotheistic perspective and enhancing its
practical efficacy, it adds significant depth and robustness to the framework.

Keywords: proximity-to-God theory, self-love, love of God, the perfect man, moral value,
moral realism, moral philosophy.
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Abstract

This paper aims to uncover the divergences between the perspectives of
Hegel and Rumi regarding the concept of ‘the Absolute’. To this end, it
first examines the concept of ‘the Absolute’ and its cases in various
contexts from a Hegelian perspective. According to Hegel, ‘the Absolute’
appears in logic, nature, and spirit. The usage of ‘the Absolute’ in ‘spirit’ is
predicated upon several triads (the three dialectical stages of thesis, antithesis,
and synthesis), which ultimately culminate in the Absolute Idea. According to
the Hegelian viewpoint, the progression through these various triads leads to
‘the Absolute’, a view that suggests his underlying ontological monism.
Hegel himself acknowledges the significance of this matter in his works,
conceding that Rumi is a pioneering figure in this regard.

Therefore, we aim to compare Rumi’s ‘Breath of Clemency’ with Hegel’s
‘the Absolute’, since the ‘Breath of Clemency’ is also based on a holistic
view of being. By defining the ‘Breath of Clemency’ and describing how it
manifests in both divine and created determinations, we will demonstrate
the extent of the similarities between Hegel’s and Rumi’s views. However,
there seem to be many differences between these two thinkers concerning
the simplicity, creation, and other aspects of ‘the Absolute’.

Keywords: The Absolute, logic, spirit, the ‘Breath of Clemency’, determinations,
personal unity of being.
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