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Abstract

With the emergence of Sadratan philosophy and the formulation of the
fundamental theory of "the primacy of existence," nearly all Muslim
philosophers have regarded quiddity as a mentally posited concept
and attributed the primacy of reality to existence. However, various
and sometimes contradictory readings of this theory have emerged
among thinkers so that some of these readings, from the perspective
of contemporary scholars, have led to the revival of the theory of "the
primacy of quiddity." Among these, the difference of opinion between
Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi and the interpretation attributed to his teacher,
Allameh Tabatabai, is particularly noteworthy. The difference in the views
of the two philosophers regarding the acceptance of the natural universals
(in contrast to rational and logical universals) shows that the root of this
disagreement stems from their differing interpretations of the theory of
"the primacy of existence." An investigation into the cause of this gap
leads us to recognize the distinction in their understanding of the point of
dispute between them.

With an analytical-descriptive approach and focusing on Ayatollah
Misbah Yazdi's specific interpretation of the theory of "the primacy of
existence," this article seeks to demonstrate how the manner in which the
point of dispute is presented and explained can lead to different responses
to this fundamental philosophical issue. The precise point of dispute of
"the primacy of existence" is clarified in four stages so that, in the light
of a clear understanding, an accurate judgment can be made regarding the
different answers.

Keywords:existence, quiddity, primacy, mentally-posited concept, Ayatollah
Misbah Yazdi
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Abstract

"Foundationalism" is an epistemological perspective that views the
relationship between beliefs as unidirectional and hierarchical, with some
beliefs serving as the foundation for the rest. In one reading of this view,
known as "empirical foundationalism", basic beliefs in the empirical
sciences are considered to be those based on experience and observational
propositions. This approach has also been applied to religious knowledge,
suggesting that religious knowledge depends on religious experiences.
In contrast, Muslim philosophers, while being foundationalists and
understanding the relationship between beliefs as unidirectional and
hierarchical, mostly regard the fundamental foundations of human
knowledge -whether in secular (empirical and non-empirical) or religious
knowledge -not as sensory or religious experience in the so-called
Western sense, but as self-evident propositions. From this perspective,
Western empirical foundationalism, which considers sensory or religious
experience as the foundation of knowledge, is not acceptable. However,
their critique is not leveled against the principle of foundationalism nor
against the hierarchical relationship between beliefs, but rather against the
nature of the foundational beliefs in empirical foundationalism.
Recently, under the title "critique of empirical foundationalism," one
Muslim and committed researcher has questioned the principle of
foundationalism and the unidirectional and hierarchical relationship of
beliefs. Emphasizing Quine's holistic view, which entails skepticism,
this researcher has proposed a theory called "holistic textualism" within
the structure of religious epistemologies. With an analytical-descriptive
approach, this article defends the epistemological foundations of Islamic
thought and the value of human and religious knowledge, answering the
critiques of empirical foundationalism.

Keywords:foundationalism, coherence theory, empirical foundationalism,
religious epistemic network, Quine.
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Abstract

Criticizing the dominant views in their respective philosophical cultures,
both Mulla Sadra and Heidegger came to reinterpret the concept of
causality in a novel way. They have, thus, provided a fitting ground
for a comparative analysis. In his intellectual course, Mulla Sadra has
connected the concept of causality to three different notions respectively:
"existence connected [for-another]" (wujud rabeti such as an accident
whose existence is for substance), "copula," (wujud rabti which connects
the predicate to the subject) and "state of being" (tasha'un). While in the
first two periods, the conventional meaning of causality is somewhat
preserved, in the third period, under the influence of his theory of the
"personal unity of existence," the duality between cause and effect is
negated. The effect is then understood as a state or development of the
cause, and thus the conventional meaning of causality is discarded.
Similarly, passing by the traditional account of Aristotle’s four causes,
Heidegger links causality to "responsibility" and "letting something
for presence." In his critique of the conventional notion of causality as
"causality and effectiveness," Heidegger associates it with two key
concepts: "poiesis" (bringing forth) and "aletheia" (truth or concealment).
In his lectures on the fundamental principle, Heidegger, like Mulla Sadr,
rejects the conventional meaning of causality and understands it in terms
of the immediate manifestation of being.

Despite structural similarities in their approach to the concept of causality,
the philosophical foundation, intellectual concerns, and methodology of
the two thinkers are clearly distinct from one another.

Keywords:causality, copula, state of being, aletheia, poiesis.
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Abstract

The scientific study of extraordinary phenomena, such as near-death
experiences, out-of-body experiences, telepathy, spirit summoning, and
prophetic dreams, faces significant methodological challenges due to
conflicting viewpoints, common biases, and the unique nature of these
phenomena. This article aims to present a novel and integrated framework
in the field of methodology that can overcome these obstacles and provide
a foundation for more coherent and impartial research.

The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the proposed framework
is based on strategic principles, including:

*Fair distribution of the burden of proof between the claimant and the
denier;

*Critiquing promising materialism in the light of existing evidence;
* Adopting a networked approach to conclusions by utilizing a wide range

of human knowledge (including empirical, rational, etc.).

This framework emphasizes accepting indirect observation (through
measurable outcomes and verification), redefining the concept of
"repetition" (as the repetition of similar patterns, not necessarily identical
outcomes), revising previous evaluation methods, and offering alternative
criteria. Ultimately, this article seeks to outline a more coherent, impartial,
and tangible research path for examining extraordinary phenomena and
supernatural instances, aiming to foster a deeper understanding of these
phenomena and their potential implications.

Keywords:near-death experience, out-of-body experience, telepathy, spirit
summoning, prophetic dreams.
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Abstract

Using the "conceptual analysis" method, i.e. interpretation and conceptual
development, this research explores three different interpretations of the
concept of "being" in the philosophy of Karl Jaspers. The analysis is based
on distinguishing two specific periods in his philosophical evolution: the
first phase is his existentialism, and the second phase is when he distanced
himself from this term referring to his philosophy as the "philosophy of
reason."

In this phase, Jaspers introduced two key ideas:

1. The belief that human beings can reach a deeper understanding of
existence by successfully navigating life's boundary situations (such
as death, solitude, suffering, and guilt-feeling).

2. Emphasis on the importance of deep and existential communication
between humans (including empathy, mutual understanding, and
authentic respect for one another) as a means of discovering the
meaning of existence.

In the second phase, Jaspers shifted his perspective and focused on the
role of reason and intellect in understanding existence. In other words,
he believed that through the use of reason and logic, humans can gain
a deeper insight into existence and their place in it. This understanding,
according to Jaspers, could lead to greater contentment and happiness.

Keywords: Karl Jaspers, meaning of existence, existentialism, philosophy of
reason, existential communication.
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Abstract

This paper examines the circularity challenge inherent in the definition of
“fitness” from the standpoint of the explanatory value of natural selection
in evolutionary theory. The fundamental issue arises from the fact that
fitness is often defined in a circular manner without offering an independent
criterion. In other words, employing the statement “those that survive are
the fitted ones” without specifying the precise causal factors for survival
transforms natural selection into a tautology: “those that survive are the
ones who survive.” Initially, the paper reviews the historical background
and the conceptual position of fitness in Darwin’s work, regarding the
efforts of earlier biologists in formulating evolutionary theory. It then
thoroughly examines the criticisms raised by philosophers and biologists
such as Popper and Brandon. Subsequent sections analyze Elliott Sober’s
response to this tautology challenge, in which he proposes a probabilistic
propensity interpretation of fitness—incorporating viability and fertility
components—to establish a causal formulation. However, the analysis
reveals that even Sober’s proposal regarding the causal role of variety in
fitness within evolution faces significant challenges, ultimately leaving
his response inconclusive..

Keywords: natural selection, Fitness, tautology, variation in Fitness, biodiversity.
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Abstract

The concept of "engagement" in the philosophy of Maurice Merleau-
Ponty establishes a connection between philosophy, politics, and art. In
the realm of art, it emphasizes the artist's resistance to external ideological
influences. This concept links art with sensory perception and freedom,
liberating the artist from the control of ruling powers. Merleau-Ponty
argues that sensory perception and modern art can address the fundamental
questions of contemporary philosophy. Thus, the possibility of formulating
the concept of the "engagement artist" emerges.

With the aim of expanding philosophical concepts in the field of art and
examining the role of phenomenology of sensory perception in modern
art, this article has been penned highlighting "suprematist”" style and
the creative action of Kazimir Malevich. The research is conducted in
a descriptive-analytical manner, relying on library sources, translations
of specialized texts, and an analysis of Malevich's paintings within the
context of the suprematist style.

The findings indicate that sensory perception, as the foundation of
artistic engagement, calls the artist to reconsider the lived experiences
and existential truths. In Malevich's works, this type of perception leads
to transcending social limitations and creating a new depiction of the
relationship between art and reality, thereby preparing the ground for the
emergence of the suprematist style.

Keywords: Merleau-Ponty, engagement, existentialism, suprematism, Malevich.
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