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Abstract

This analytical-descriptive article attempts to establish and prove
“latitudinal  gradation” (tashkik-e 'ardi) in Sadr al-Muta’allihin’s
philosophy. To this end, the first step defines this term and, considering the
classifications and criteria provided by Sadraean scholars, examines and
solidifies its place and identity within the system of transcendent wisdom.
In the next step, after conceptualizing the subject, the article addresses the
demonstrative proofs for latitudinal gradation, presented in three
arguments: The first argument is based on the immediate presence of
intuition of multiplicity within the unity of mental entities as the middle
term. The second argument uses the same middle term, in the light of the
principles governing the longitudinal ranks of existence. The third
argument relies on the revelatory power of the equivocal sharing of the
concept of “existence” among multiple existents through their unity of
cognation, despite their multiplicity. Finally, the article responds at three
levels to an objection raised against the third argument (namely, uncertainty
regarding the revelatory power of the equivocal sharing concept of
existence as one cognation). Among the innovative achievements of this
paper is the presentation of two new arguments in proving the latitudinal
gradation of existence, unprecedented in previous philosophical works.

Keywords: primacy of existence (asalat al-wujid), latitudinal gradation
(tashkik-e 'ard1), latitudinal multiplicities (katharat-e 'ardi), the intuition
of immediate presence (shuhiid-e hudiirl), equivocal sharing of
existence (ishtirak-e ma’nawi-e wujtd).
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Abstract

This study examines the position of intellect (reason) and rational
perceptions among mystics, analyzing the views of Sadr al-Din Qunawi,
a pioneer of theoretical mysticism, in this regard. He is among the thinkers
who have offered the most vehement and extensive criticisms of the value
of intellectual perceptions. The main issue of this research is to critique
and evaluate Qunawi’s arguments against the validity of rational
perceptions. To this end, eight of his arguments have been assessed. The
findings show that none of Qunawi’s arguments are capable of proving
his claim regarding the invalidity of theoretical reason; rather, the only
conclusion drawn from some of his arguments is the limitation of human
intellect in comprehending the truth and core essence of things; a point
embraced by the philosophers, too.

Keywords: Sadr al-Din Qunawi, mysticism (irfan), people of thought and
speculation (ahl al-fikr wa al-nazar), intuition (shuhad), intellect (agl).
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A Philosophical Explanation of the Role of “Dhikr” (Remembrance)
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Abstract
As per the principles governing Allameh Mesbah Yazdi’s philosophical
psychology, the ultimate perfection of man depends on the “intuitive
apprehension of ontic poverty” or “the actualization of unconscious
knowledge and the intensification of unmediated knowledge (ilm-e hozuri)
of the self’s reality and its ontic connection with God Almighty.” The
present research aims to investigate the role of “dhikr” (remembrance of
God) in the course of soul’s development. Therefore, the fundamental
question is: “How does ‘attention to God’ lead to the ‘intensification of the
soul’s unmediated knowledge of itself and God’?”” Another question is
whether attention to the self strengthens or weakens the unmediated
knowledge of the self. This is while Allameh Mesbah Yazdi’s statements
contain arguments supporting both viewpoints. The goal of this descriptive-
analytical research is to answer these questions based on his specific
principles. The findings indicate a kind of agreement between attention to
the self and attention to God, such that the strengthening and intensification
of unmediated knowledge of the self also entails unmediated knowledge of
God. Therefore, attention to the kernel of the self is compatible with the
soul’s development, while attention to other levels is incompatible with it.

Keywords: dhikr (remembrance), attention, soul’s development, proximity to
God, Allameh Mesbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

The genetic guardianship (Wilayah al-Takwini), a form of true dominion
and ownership, inherently belongs to God. However, in line with God’s
guardianship and as its consequence and through divine will and
permission, some creatures possess genetic guardianship and dominion to
varying degrees. Employing a descriptive, analytical, and comparative
method, this paper examines the genetic relationship between the soul and
the body from the perspective of reason and faith (nagl). It demonstrates,
firstly, that according to verses, traditions, and the views of philosophers,
genetic guardianship has multiple degrees and levels, and its scope varies
according to the ontic rank of each creature. Secondly, one of the lower
levels of genetic guardianship, as a gift from the Divine Presence, is the
genetic dominion of the soul over the body. Unlike the higher levels of
guardianship, this level is not exclusive to a specific person or group, or
even humans, but exists to some extent in animals as well. Thirdly, God
Almighty has placed this capacity within the human soul, enabling it,
through intensifying substantial motion, to increase its gifted genetic
guardianship and attain its higher levels. Likewise, it is possible for
humans, through their own misuse of free will, to reduce or annihilate the
soul’s genetic guardianship over the body, thereby weakening or
completely severing their connection with the material world.

Keywords: genetic guardianship (wilayah al-takwini), soul, body, reason and
faith (nagl), ontic dominion.
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Abstract

Muslim thinkers -including theologians, philosophers, and mystics- have
addressed the theory of creation, with mystics showing particular attention
to this topic. Many authors in theoretical mysticism have presented the
mystics’ view on creation through the framework of the “theory of
manifestation.” This research has examined the works of mystics in a sub-
structural and structural manner using library research and an
“argumentative-critical” method. The novelty of this article lies in two
aspects: First is a sub-structural examination: i.e. the mystics’ view which
is based on the “theory of the unity of existence” (Wahdat al-Wujud).
Numerous arguments have been presented for the unity of existence, with
two arguments being more prevalent. This article raised new objections to
these two arguments. Second is a structural examination: The latest revision
of the “theory of manifestation,” recently proposed by some authors of
theoretical mysticism unexamined yet, is scrutinized. The results of this
research indicate that in proving the “theory of the unity of existence,” the
fallacy of “confusing the accidental with the essential” (akhdh ma bil-'arad
magaam ma bil-dhat) and the “false premise” fallacy have occurred. In
presenting the “theory of manifestation,” the fallacy of “equivocation”
(ishtirak lafz) and the “begging the question” fallacy have been committed.
Therefore, accepting this explanation faces challenges.

Keywords: creation, unity of existence (wahdat al-wujud), multiplicity,
manifestation, state (sha’n).
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Abstract

In the Middle Ages, Christianity defended the concept of “innate (original)
sin” by appealing to the Old Testament. The doctrine of “innate sin”
contained an internal contradiction, and the Church’s attempt to resolve this
problem by resorting to the theory of “‘universals” failed. For this reason, in
modern anthropology, the concept of “innate sin” was abandoned.
Nevertheless, within the framework of “belief in the inherent human evil,”
this doctrine was reconstructed in a significant part of the anthropological
foundations of ethics, psychoanalysis, and the philosophy of history,
continuing its existence under a scientific or philosophical label. Even the
growing skepticism and distrust towards human reason, concerns about
human access to technology, and efforts to limit human access to nature are
related to the doctrine of “innate sin.” This paper argues that the belief in
inherent human evil, like the concept of “innate sin,” is also contradictory
and cannot be proven by scientific or rational methods. Even
psychoanalysis, through its empirical or rational methods, cannot
demonstrate inherent human evil, and when it resorts to the unconscious, it
transforms into an irrefutable and unscientific viewpoint. The historical
method is also trapped by the “fallacy of the appearance of evil,” and from
the focus of history on war and bloodshed, it cannot be concluded that evil
is inherent in humans or that it predominates.

Keywords: anthropology, human nature, innate (original) sin, pessimism,
psychoanalysis.
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Abstract

Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this paper refers to the concept
of opposites in Hegelian thought. Opposites have transformed Hegel’s
philosophy into a fruitful contemplation for audiences, to the extent that
this dimension can be considered the most captivating aspect of his
thinking. Opposites progress through their dialectical course based on a
triad. Therefore, in the first step, by examining the dialectical method and
the process of transformation of opposites, an attempt has been made to
present Hegel’s viewpoint on opposites and the manner of their unification.
In the next step, opposites are examined from Molavi’s perspective. In
Molavi’s thought, significant attention is also paid to this subject. In his
thinking, opposites have entirely different fates in the world of Sovereignty
(Jabarut) and the material world, such that in the material world, they have
diverse functions and ultimately follow the path of incorporeality, whereas
Hegel’s thought is far removed from such concepts, as he only focuses on
opposites in the material world. Hegel has borrowed heavily from Molavi
in his discussion of opposites.

Keywords: opposites, dialectical method, unity of two opposites, world of
sovereignty (Jabarut), material world.
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