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The Lack of Content of David Lewis's philosophy
from Peter Unger's Point of View

Reza Sadeqi / An associate professor of philosophy group, Isfahan University. r.sadeghi@Itr.ui.ac.ir

Abstract

Having taught and authored several decades in the field of analytical
philosophy, the New York University philosophy professor Peter Unger came
to the conclusion that the common views in analytical philosophy, including his
own works, lack objective and substantial content. While analyzing and
criticizing his past views, he also focused on the philosophy of David Lewis to
show that his philosophical views are either empty or have fueled empty
debates. Anger's main argument is that the analysis of concepts favored by the
analytical philosophers is an endless and fruitless effort and is a serious obstacle
to addressing the fundamental issues of philosophy (such as the existence of the
soul and immortality). The view of "plurality of worlds", "defense of the
existence of attributes” and "eternalism" are the three philosophical views of
Lewis, and Unger's critique on them will be studied in this article. Among his
three viewpoints, Unger considers only the "plurality of worlds" theory to have
an objective content. But he considers this viewpoint to be ill-founded. The
author has argued that with Unger's criteria the "plurality of worlds" theory
cannot have an objective content. Furthermore, a part of Lewis's philosophy has
a metaphysical nature and his way of reasoning is incompatible with the nature
of analytical philosophy.

Keywords: Peter Unger, David Lewis, lack of content, plurality of worlds,
eternalism.
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Research

Abstract

"Human action” is one of the issues that have always been considered by
thinkers. In this regard, Muslim philosophers have made lots of efforts to
explain the problem of human action. They divide human actions into two
categories, "Javareh" (those of bodily organs) and "Javaneh” (those of the
mind); although they disagree over the explanation of the latter, in the analysis
of the former, they agree that human action is of the type of "agent by
intention". Their analysis of Javarehi actions faces some challenges one of the
important of which is that they failed to reconcile between human free will and
causal relation. Having offered a novel interpretation about how human action
takes place, the authors go to demonstrate that human actions including both
Javarehi and Javanehi are of the type of "agent by manifestation”. Accordingly,
human free will does not contradict causal necessity. This is because "agent by
manifestation” theory gives an interpretation consistent with both human free
will and causal necessity.

Keywords: agent by interpretation, agent by intention, human action, Javanehi
action, Javarehi action, determination by the essence, causal necessity.
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Abstract

Examining the meanings of "realism” and "relativism™ shows that not every
realism is positive, nor is every relativism negative. Realism has two existential
and epistemological meanings, just as relativism can be raised in the ontological
and epistemological discussions. On the other hand, I'tibari (mentally-posited
concepts) has at least four meanings: I'tibari versus real, I'tibari against genuine,
I'tibari as dependent entity and I'tibari as practical consideration. Although,
Allameh Tabatabaii's theory of "i'tibariyat™ is reckoned as one case meaning of
relativism, it is irrelevant to relative ethics, because it concerns ontology and
causal relation.

Even if we propose it in the field of epistemology, because "i'tibariyat™ is
tied up with a reality called "perfection” and "happiness™ of man or "proximity
to God", all voluntary acts of man, provided in accordance with real
perfection, will be valuable. Such knowledge also exists in the innate nature of
all human beings as an original, general and stable knowledge; Allameh
Tabatabaii will thus be among the realists and supporters of the absolute ethics
theory. By a close look into Allameh's theory of "i'tibariyat" from one side,
and into the meanings of relativism and realism from another side, one may
say that his theory of "i'tibariyat” is not purely mentally posited, rather it has a
root in reality somehow.

Keywords: i'tibariyat, realism, relativism, absolute ethics, Tabatabaii.
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The Impact of the Meaning
of Life on Islamic Humanities according to Allameh Misbah Yazidi

Ahmad Muhammadi Ahmadabadi / An assistant professor and faculty member at Imam
Khomeini Center of Education and Research. dr_ahamad1338@yahoo.com

Abstract

The meaningful relationship between life and human sciences and its impact on
the direction of humanities are one of the fundamental issues that has been less
considered by thinkers, despite their immense importance. Of course, the debate
about the meaning, absurdity of life and the nature of meaning of life are one of
the topics that has always been the subject of discussion and its explanation is
still the concern of philosophers and thinkers; each of them has tried to find a
way to make life meaningful as per their own particular foundations, thus to
supposedly illustrate an irreversible future for mankind.

On the other hand, scholars in the humanities believe that they have
employed their scientific efforts to pursue a better life for humanity. However,
very few of them have directed their scientific endeavors towards a proper
orientation of the sciences. Among the few insightful philosophers whose
scientific efforts can be interpreted in the direction of elucidating the meanings
of life, the late Allameh Misbah Yazdi stands out. Having clarified "the
meaning of life" in his view, this paper aims to explain its impact on the
necessary orientation of the humanities towards realizing the human meaning of
life according to the monotheistic insight.

Keywords: Meaning, the meaning of life, absurdity, human life, humanities.
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Avicenna's Tripartite Definition of Knowledge
(Deviation or Adherence to Farabi's Quadruple Definition)

W.Ali Shafabakhsh / A PhD. student of Islamic theology at the Qur'an and Hadith University,
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Ahmad Karimi / An assistant professor at the Qur'an and Hadith University, Qom.
Ahmad.karimi@gmail.com
Mahdi Nosratian / An assistant professor at the Quran and Hadith University, Qom.
Mehdi.nosratian@gmail.com

Abstract

Definition of "knowledge" is one of the most important and at the same time the
most challenging problems in the history of “epistemology”. Farabi -heavily
influenced by Plato's epistemological system, especially in the treatises
"Theaetetus”, "Meno", "Republic”, "Euthyphro™ and "Phaedo"- considers the
possible and desired knowledge as “certain knowledge" in the field of
worldview and theoretical and non-evident propositions. His definition of
"certain knowledge" or "logical certainty in its most specific sense" includes the
four pillars of "firm, true and stable belief". Almost all Muslim philosophers,
logicians and epistemologists, including the ancients, the late ones and the
contemporaries, have embraced the above definition and made their efforts to
confirm and complete it. Leaving out the term "truth", however, Avicenna
apparently turned to present a "tripartite definition” of knowledge. Regarding
the absence of the term "truth™ in Avicenna's definition of "knowledge", two
hypotheses can generally be imagined: renunciation and deviation, or his
adherence to the celebrated definition. Researchers of philosophy and
epistemology have accepted the second hypothesis and have proposed at least
two interpretations and justifications in order to prove their claim. In their
research and by accepting the second hypothesis, the authors have critically
repudiated the arguments for other authors presenting a third and novel
interpretation. Having cited four evidences from Avicenna's own works, the
authors have vindicated the main claim (i.e. Avicenna's commitment and
adherence to the Quadruple definition of Farabi and celebrated philosophers
and the fact that Avicenna's omission of the term "truth™ in the definition of
knowledge is merely a matter of formality).

Keywords: epistemology, definition of knowledge, logical certainty, Farabi,
Avicenna.
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Abstract

According to the theories of orientalists and philosophers of art, the so-called
phenomenon of "Islamic theory of art” is unattainable and Islamic art should
only be studied posteriorly and historiographically. This paper tries to study the
possibility and nature of the "Islamic theory of art" as per the opinions of
Sadraian philosophers who consider this philosophy in accordance with Islamic
principles, thus taking the first steps in explaining this theory. Viewing the
discoursed topics, it can be said: thanks to the use of the Quran, intellection and
mysticism in Islamic philosophy and especially the transcendent wisdom, they
have established such a system and intellectual structure that has reliable
foundations and has the capacity to develop a theory of art from it. Furthermore,
due to the fact that this school of philosophy rests on the Islamic teachings that
favors and makes use of art in the promotion of true knowledges considering
divinity as the origin of art, one can develop the Islamic theory of art from such
a school of philosophy.

Keywords: theory of art, Islamic art, Islamic theory, transcendent wisdom,
Mulla Sadra, Islamic philosophy.
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of Perception through Sadraian Approach

Sayyid Muhammad Hussain MirDamadi / An assistant professor at Farhangian Pardis
Bahunar, University of Isfahan. mh.mirdamad@cfu.ac.ir

Abstract

Producing knowledge in line with the Islamic values plays an important role in
achieving excellence and establishing national dignity and independence. One
of the factors making the ground for producing knowledge is the achievement
of active education strategies (as opposed to passive, imitating and memory-
based education). Analyzing the discussion of “perception” in Sadra's
philosophy leads to the conclusion that perception in this philosophy has two
spiritual-physical areas and that the origin of perception is the incorporeal soul.
What, in this article, provides the said goal in the field of Islamic wisdom is
called "productivity of faculties of perception”. This paper deals with this issue
by explaining the principles of productivity of faculties of perception and the
corresponding strategies. The research method is "descriptive-analytical” and
its sources are library-documentation. The most important findings of the
research are Sadraian strategies in the course of productive perception. In Mulla
Sadra's approach to the system of knowledge, managing the soul, the capacities
of knowledge of the heart, and strengthening and training (purity of) the power
of imagination are among the most important strategies. The approach of the
article is novel, practical and possible to be developed; it can thus be evaluated
in the course of the objectives of the country's scientific system and of the
guidance of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution.

Keywords: perception, faculties of perception, productivity of perception,
faculty of imagination, self-purity, Mulla Sadra.
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An Analysis of Allameh Tabatabaii's Account of the Proof of the
Righteous and Its Comparison to Avicenna's

Hamid Komijani / A PhD. Student of philosophy and theology at Bagir-u al-Ulum
University. hamed komiganil369@gmail.com

Abstract

When dealing with the proof of the righteous to demonstrate the existence of
Allah, the philosopher studies the absolute reality. Considering the eternal
necessity of objective reality through a posteriori concomitants argument,
Allameh Tabatabaii has shifted to the essential necessity. Avicenna has
established the existence of Allah as per the inherent necessity of objective
reality and the fact that they are either in a state of "necessity" or "possibility".
Unlike Avicenna, the late Tabatabaii believed in the eternal necessity of
objective reality and its intrinsic necessity, thus he considered the existence of
Allah as self-evident, on the basis of which it can be proposed as the first
philosophical issue. Also, viewing the late Tabatabaii account, objective reality
is one single reality, and what else than it is no more than a copula depending
on that single reality as its state thus existing dependently.

In what follows, the author goes to first present a novel analysis and
description of Tabatabaii's account of the above proof and to examine the
objections raised and some invalid accounts of it. Second, in the course of
assessment of Tabatabaii's proof in comparison to Avicenna's, to demonstrate
that Tabatabaii's account has characteristics that make it superior to other
accounts.

Keywords: the righteous proof, the very principle of subsisting reality, eternal
necessity, contingency of quiddity, the necessary being, Allameh Tabatbaii,
Avicenna.
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