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Abstract

As per physicalism, all what there is in the world are physical entities suffice for
their explanation to refer to physics. In order to reject physicalism, Frank Jackson
proposed a thought experiment known as the knowledge argument. The main
idea of this argument comes from the belief in mental qualities (Epiphenomenal
Qualia). These qualities are characterized by the fact that they are none-physical,
innate and essential, unmistaken and unexplainable which can be experienced
directly by an individual through introspection. Dennett holds that mental
qualities do not have such characteristics and finally concludes that those qualities
do not exist at all thus physicalism might not be denied.

In what follows, the author goes to critically study Dennett’s objections
leveled at knowledge argument in order to know how far they succeed in its
rejection.

The conclusion is the insistence that Dennett has failed in his project; because
in his explanation Dennett has overlooked the quality merely possible through the
first-person pronoun and thus has failed to trace the essential characteristic and
the fact that one has direct introspective access to one’s mental qualities.

KEY WORDS: knowledge argument, mental qualities, introspection,
physicalism, pseudo-phenomenal.
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Abstract

Mulla Sadra’s school of thought is designed in a way that broadly embraces
disciplines such as philosophy of ethics. His texts are replete with the purification
of one’s inner being and being characterized by divine morality and
approximation to Allah; this is what he insists on so much so that one may
mention morality as Mulla Sadra’s one of the pillars of thought. Moral realism
suggests that moral truths exist outside and independently of the mind and of
social contracts.

In their paper, the authors are going to deduce Mulla Sadra’s position on the
subject. They hold that there are two methods to do so. The First which is new
and novel of its kind is that we directly go for Mulla Sadra’s principles of thought
and to form syllogisms in order to prove his moral realism, without any reference
to moral propositions.

The second method deals with the issue indirectly and through moral
propositions. Having examined the nature of moral propositions in Mulla Sadra’s
view, in this method, we introduce moral concepts as secondary philosophical
intelligibles both as the subject and particularly as predicates that include values
and obligation and thus demonstrate how we can infer them from their origins
outside. This course of action makes the ground for moral truths and leaves no
doubt for Mulla Sadra’ moral realism.

KEY WORDS: Mulla Sadra, moral realism, principles and foundations, moral
propositions.
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Abstract

In the second half of the 20th century, contemporary philosophers most
prominently John Rawls introduced new discourses in freedom the most
important of which concerns justice. The author goes to explain and examine
Rawls’ theory of ‘justice as fairness’ in his account of liberalism. Rawls’ so-
called ‘justice as fairness’ begins with his definition of justice. He founds the
principles of justice on the basis of freedom and equality; such a definition of
justice is limited to social institutes standing on some individualistic footing. He
tries to interpret and justify institutes existing in a lawful democracy. In order to
do so, Rawls lays down two fundamental principles: one concerns the equal
distribution of social values including the right of freedom and the other concerns
justified inequality that all would benefit from. Making use of these principles, he
first tries to give priority to the basic freedoms of citizens over other political
constituents, and second to provide equal opportunities for citizens to take up jobs
and positions. Lastly, in societies such as America where concentration is on
diverse ideas and opinions in religion morality profession and thought, he founds
a concept of justice as the basis for unity and social solidarity celebrated by all
with whatever religion, profession and thought they might have. His so-called fair
theory that shows a Kantian tint is based on social contract. Having explained the
theory, the author goes to criticize it in the light of other philosophers, and he has
added some of his own to those criticisms.

KEY WORDS: John Rawls, justice as fairness, freedom, inequality, social
contract.
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Abstract

Having adopted a spiritualistic approach, the spirituality-and-rationality theory
was suggested aiming to diminish human pains and sufferings. Malekian has
seriously taken into account the spiritual characteristics of mankind and thus in
his theory the consideration of modernization proposes particular features for a
spiritual man; from among them is that a spiritual man is self-disciplined and self-
governing. Of course, this idea is the outcome of the fact that a spiritual man is
rationalist and not a devout person.

In contrast, a none-spiritual man may follow commands of others and
eventually become self-alienated.

This paper goes to critically examine the issue through the study of concepts
of devotion, rationalism and self-discipline. Some important upshots of the
research are: that devotion does not absolutely lead to the following commands of
others and that the desired devotion of revealed religions is a well-founded
authority.

KEY WORDS: self-disciplined, self-governing, rationalism, devotion, rationality,
spirituality.
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Abstract

One controversial issue about time concerns its true nature. Following Aristotle,
celebrated Muslim philosophers argue that time belongs to the category of
quantity which is mobile in essence. In his Nihayat-u al-Bayan fi Derayat-u al-
Zaman (the Last Explanation on the Understanding of Time), Qeisari rejects the
above view and quotes different views about time and criticizes them to explain
his own. He interprets time as ‘the endurance of existence’ or ‘the Quantum of
endurance of existence’. He introduces time as a posterior accident (in contrast to
substance) implied by the divine Essence. Being coexistent with all entities of the
universe, time is prior to them in its essence and rank.

As for the collection of data, the author has made use of library reference
method and for processing made use of description and rational analysis. Having
explained and approved Qeisari’s view, the author embraces the Aristotelian
celebrated view according to which time is a mobile continuous quantity. As per
the strong principles of philosophy and mysticism, the author shows how the two
views are compatible and then he quotes from Mulla Sadra phrases proving this
claim.

KEY WORDS: Qeisari, Aristotle, time, motion, existence, endurance, quantity.
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Abstract

One of Allameh Tabatabaii’s innovations is his new account and explanation of the
theory of Nafs-u al-Amr (affairs in their due statesl). Having rejected Tusi’s theory of
Active Intellect and Lahiji and Sabzewari’s theory of Nafsu al-Shei’ denying the
restriction of this concept in privative propositions, Allameh Tabatabaii argues that
Nafs-u al-Amr is a more general concept inevitably constructed by the mind at two
levels and through two developments; such a consideration is of mental sort of activity.
This more general concept of being is parallel to more general concept of existence
which includes both existing things outside and those inside the mind and wujudat
1’tibari (those constructed by the mind). The referents of all true propositions fall under
such a more general concept of being. The criterion for the truth or falsity of all
quiddity and none-quiddity propositions is their correspondence to such a more general
concept of being. In their efforts, the authors come to propose a sound and clear
explanation of Allameh’s view rejecting the Active Intellect Theory and that of Nafsu
al-Shei” shedding more light on his distinct view. This is necessary because contrary to
the celebrated views, Allameh Tabatabaii denies outside and true referents to quiddity
propositions and those made up of secondary intelligibles; thus, he does not restrict
Nafs-u al-Amr to the true and privative propositions. Despite his correct and sound
view, Allameh’s theory is firstly not comprehensive enough and secondly fails to
explain the issue of correspondence as it is due. As per the preferred view, Nafs-u al-
Amr is the very being in its more general concept which includes really existing things
outside, those in the mind, intellectually-constructed concepts and those of phantasy.

KEY WORDS: Nafs-u al-Amr, the referent of propositions, privative propositions, the
Active Intellect, Nafsu al-Shei’, Allameh Tabatabaii.
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1. Or ‘an affair in its due self’. 'Due’ is added to cover all propositions even those whose subject does not

exist outside such as “the king of France”, “a big mountain of mercury”, “a round rectangular” and privative
propositions. For such issues, there is no real referent outside, but our mind forges a due self or states in
order to make ground for correspondence between the subject of a proposition and its imagined self or state.
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Abstract

The existence-quiddity relation is one of the important issues of ontology in
Islamic philosophy. Three contemporary Sadraian philosophers, Ayatullah
Misbah, professor Fayyazi and professor ‘Ubudiyyat have their own particular
account of the issue. According to professor Fayyazi, quiddity is the res (real
kernel) of existence. Professor Ubudiyyat argues that quiddity is a mental
representation of existence and Ayatullah Misbah holds that quiddity is the limit
or edge of existence. Having adopted a descriptive-analytic method, this paper
goes to compare and study the above three views.

The conclusion is that quiddity is merely the limit of existence, rather than its
res. Consequently, it might be regarded as a mental representation or imagination
of existence, too. As per the preferred view, that quiddity is mentally made does
not imply that it does not apply on the real things outside. The consideration of
distinction between realities in philosophy and those in literature demonstrates the
priority of Ayatullah Misbah’s over rival views about the issue.

KEY WORDS: existence, quiddity, transcendent philosophy, Ayatullah Misbah
Yazdi, professor Fayyazi, professor ‘Ubudiyyat.
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Abstract
The theory of the copulative nature of effect in transcendent philosophy and
Mulla Sadra’s proof therein constitute his most important characteristic and
innovation of his philosophy. It plays a major role in his graded system of
existence and forges a close bond between his philosophy and the theory of
personal unity of existence. Therefore, a sound analysis and thorough
examination of the theory are musts of a philosophical research in order to
discover different angles and aspects of the issue and its pros and cons; it may
thus lead to a better understanding of the whole structure of transcendent
philosophy.

The authors have adopted an analytic-critical method. They have looked
closely into the similarities and dissimilarities of Mulla Sadra’s view on the
copulative nature of effect in details and that of preceding philosophers on the
caused existence, and then critically examined the premises of Sadra’s argument
one by one revealing the defects and shortcomings of his view. Sadra’s most
significant mistake is his confusion over the nominal or adjectival and adverbial
applications of copula.

KEY WORDS: cause, effect, ontic copula, independent existence, Mulla Sadra.
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