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ABSTRACT

The idea of Islamic humanities has opponents and proponents among Islamic
thinkers, and each of them can be divided into various groups. Dr. Ali Paya’s
view in opposing religious knowledge and, of course, agreeing with religious
technology and — consequently — a type of denial of religious humanities deserves
some reflections. The present study uses a descriptive-analytical method with a
critical approach to investigate this view based on Allameh Mesbah Yazdi’s
thought — as one of the proponents of Islamic humanities — and concludes that Dr.
Paya’s claim in this sphere is inconsistent with the proper semantic,
epistemological and methodological foundations. It seems that religious
humanities are not only possible but also realizable. This category of sciences
studies human’s individual and social actions to describe, explain, interpret,
predicate and direct them. And in the stage of selecting the problem for the study,
proposing new problems, or posing new arguments, they are affected by Islamic
teachings; and in answering problems, they make use of Islamic doctrines, in
proportion to the issue, in general as axioms or as response to the problem,
considering Islamic doctrines reliable in evaluating their own achievements.

KEY WORDS: Islamic humanities, Dr. Ali Paya, religious technology,
epistemology, methodology, Allameh Mesbah Yazdi.
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ABSTRACT

In Weber’s view, action is a behavior to which the actor attaches a mental
meaning. Alfred Schutz believes that ‘meaning’ in this definition is ambiguous
and requires a philosophical analysis. Getting help from Bergson's "durée™ and
Husserl's "internal time consciousness”, he tries to reveal the truth of "meaning".
Accordingly, he concludes, through a phenomenological approach, that the lived
experiences of ego are not essentially meaningful;, rather, they become
meaningful with the ego’s attention to them. indeed, these are conscious actions
of ego that give meaning to its past experiences. Accordingly, the actor does not
add a meaning to his behavior; rather, by imagining and visualizing a finished
action, he considers it as the plan or goal of the action so that he can achieve it by
performing the action in the future. Thus, the meaning of the action is nothing
except the designed action. In this article, we initially deal with an explanation of
Schutz’s theory on the meaning of action with a descriptive approach. Then, in
the next step, we use an analytical and critical approach to state its drawbacks
from the viewpoint of the Islamic philosophy. And finally, in line with
Islamicization of humanities, we reread its issues on the basis of the foundations
of Islamic wisdom. The findings of the study are as follows: from the viewpoint
of Islamic wisdom, ‘meaning’ in its general sense is the very thing that our
mental forms suggest in the acquired knowledge, and the ‘meaning of action’ is
the very title that the intellect abstracts from the relationship between ‘certain
motions’ and a ‘certain end’.

KEY WORDS: meaning, action, behavior, meaning of action, time lapse or
duration, internal time consciousness, Alfred Schutz.
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ABSTRACT

Based on the “methodological naturalism”, we must be satisfied, in science, just
with natural factors. This methodological principle of valid knowledge of the
nature just comes with naturalistic method, and in this method, the super-natural
factors must not be present in any level, even in the foundations and axiomatic
principles. By analyzing Ayatollah Mesbah’s statements, we can infer his serious
opposition to methodological naturalism. The limitations of empirical method,
possibility of the influence of metaphysical affairs on extraordinary affairs,
necessity of the relationship between science, metaphysics, and transaction of
items of knowledge are among facts in Ayatollah Mesbah’s view that hinder
acceptance of methodological naturalism. However, he considers experiment as
the way to know the normal affairs of the nature and maintains that there is an
explanatory self-sufficiency in the nature, because we can recognize the
preparatory relations among material affairs through experience and can omit the
effects of metaphysical affairs from the text of explanation. Of course, experience
must not go beyond its realm and must not comment on supernatural affairs and
values. Miracles also are natural phenomena that cannot be explained just naturally.

KEY WORDS: methodological naturalism, explanatory self-sufficiency, science
and philosophy, science and religion, religious science, nature, supernatural.
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ABSTRACT

Humanities, which explore the human dimensions of phenomena and human
actions, have descriptive and prescriptive dimensions, each of which with some
functions. In their descriptive dimension, the humanities — unlike the prescriptive
dimension — deal with defining, describing, interpreting, explaining, and
predicting human actions. The present article uses a descriptive-analytical method
to discuss the role of theism in the functions of Islamic humanities by considering
the foundation of Ayatollah Mesbah’s views. The results of the present study
suggest that in Ayatollah Mesbah’s view, theism — as one of the foundations and
axiomatic principles of Islamic humanities — can be influential in at least four
functions of the humanities. Ayatollah Mesbah believes that theism can be
influential in defining the key concepts of humanities such as definition of human
and politics, directing the descriptions and presenting theories by the researchers
of humanities. Accepting attributes such as Unity of Divine Action also affects
the explanations of the researchers of humanities, because it believes that the
ultimate and true influencer on the human phenomena and actions is God. In
Ayatollah Mesbah’s opinion, definite and certain prediction of human actions is
impossible in view of his free will. But the presumptive and probable prediction is
possible based on the evidence, including theism — according to the selected view.

KEY WORDS: theism, descriptive humanities, the foundations of Islamic
humanities, religious knowledge, Ayatollah Mesbah.
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ABSTRACT

Among the most important epistemic and methodological issues in the sphere of
transmitted reason and method is the scope of validity of single narration (i.e.
hadith) and the amount and criterion for its limitation. In the present article, this
challenging issue full of disagreements is investigated with a focus on Ayatollah
Mesbah’s theory. Resolution of this issue has a considerable and influential role
in various epistemic spheres, including understating religious beliefs and laws. In
humanities and social sciences, we may find its role clearly. The most important
achievement of this study — inspired by Ayatollah Mesbah’s resolution and his
certain reading of proof (hujjiyat) and also based on the selected theory — is that it
can resolve the problem of efficacy of the interpretive traditions. Besides, this
resolution or theory can play a role in other spheres of human knowledge,
especially humanities, and designing and organizing the Islamic humanities. This
is unlike some theories that consider the validity of a single hadith to be based on
suspicion, not certainty, in which case, its scope is merely limited to practical
laws, and it is not possible to resort to it for rebuilding humanities.

KEY WORDS: single hadith, the method of transmitted research, proof, religious
effect, genetic effect, humanities, certainty, a posteriori knowledge.
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ABSTRACT

Religious realism is undoubtedly one of the most important and most
fundamental subjects under investigation in theology and philosophy of the
modern religion. Do religious truths have an objective existence independent of
human beings and their minds in the universe? Are those truths — as they are and
without interference from humans’ minds — recognizable by us as subjects? If so,
is this knowledge transferable to others? This article aims at answering these
questions from the late Allameh Mesbah Yazdi’s viewpoint. The research method
here is library and documentary, and goes on with content analysis. Allameh
Mesbah Yazdi maintains that religious truths have objective and independent
existences and they are not dependent on humans’ minds or constructed by them.
Besides, he maintains that those truths are recognizable and offers a certain
explanation of epistemological realism (proximal realism), accepting the
possibility of transferring awareness from religious truths.

KEY WORDS: religious realism, religious non-realism, raw realism, critical
realism, proximal realism
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ABSTRACT

One of the main elements of the modern western civilization that has engulfed the
whole world and all people is the modern western science. The modern science,
including humanities, has epistemological, ontological, anthropological, and its
special value-based foundations, and has its roots in them. the prerequisite for
accepting those sciences is yielding to those foundations and presuppositions. The
present study uses a descriptive-analytical method firstly to identify those
foundations and secondly to investigate and criticize the ontological foundations
of the modern science based on Allameh Mesbah Yazdi’s thoughts. The results
suggest that the modern science has ontological foundations such as naturalism,
dominance over nature, nature as the source of tools and means, power creation
of the nature, mechanical perception of the nature, negation of wisdom and end of
the nature; and all these presuppositions are, in Allameh Mesbah Yazdi’s view
problematic and unacceptable.

KEY WORDS: critique and investigation, modern science, foundations,
ontological, Meshah Yazdi.
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ABSTRACT

The ‘meaning of life’, i.e. the purposefulness and non-absurdity of life, is among
issues that has occupied the human’s mind. This is among the issues that failure
in proper response to it has caused intellectual and social crises in various
societies, especially in western societies. In this regard, Allameh Muhammad
Tagi Meshah Yazdi, one of the contemporary Islamic philosophers, has deeply
explored the meaning of life and maintains that the meaningfulness of life — as a
metaphor for its being purposeful — is an instance of proximity to God. Proximity
or nearness to God is a true status that the man achieves in the light of his
volitional actions in the path of servitude to God. After proposing the issue of
meaning of life, studying its concept, and referring to the attitudes and challenges
in this regard, the present article reviews and investigates them in a comparative
manner and explains Allameh Mesbah Yazdi’s view about the meaning of life to
exposit its relationship with proximity to God.

KEY WORDS: life, meaning of life, vanity, absurdity, suicide, goal, Allameh
Mesbah Yazdi.
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ABSTRACT

The concept of ‘love’ shows a tendency and leaning towards something the lover
considers as appropriate with himself/ herself. The concept of love is a general
concept of the type of philosophical secondary intelligible. Indeed, this concept is
abstracted from a comparison between the lover and what he/ she is appropriate
with. Thus, the concept of ‘love’ just suggests a kind of existential relationship,
with no independent existence from the two parties. Nevertheless, we may
sometimes consider ‘love’ from the perspective of its instances or the origin of its
abstraction; and in this way, we may abstract an essential concept from it.
Accordingly, some philosophers have enumerated the concept of ‘love’ among
the essential concepts. The criterion for abstraction of ‘love’ is perceiving its
appropriateness. Perceiving the appropriateness is realized through intuitive
(hudiiri) knowledge or acquired (husiili) knowledge. Considering the foundation
of the concept of ‘love’ on perceiving appropriateness, while philosophically
analyzing ‘love’ and investigating the way it is abstracted, we deal with the
distinction between the dimensions of insight and tendency by investigating
various ways of perceiving appropriateness.

KEY WORDS: love, knowledge, abstraction, appropriateness, Mesbah Yazdi.
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