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ABSTRACT

The theory of proximity in Ayatollah Mesbhah's view is an explanation of the
moral values and a defense of realism. In this theory, self-loving is considered as
the source of moral values. The reality of this love and its belonging to perfection
as well as the non-imperative, non-discriminative and non-contractual nature of
perfection have caused the moral values to be considered real. Ayatollah Mesbah
distinguishes between necessity and incumbency and regards the moral
incumbencies as conventional, considering the fact that these conventions have
been regarded on the basis of comparative necessity between the volitional action
and the ultimate end of morality. For him, the ultimate end of morality is
proximity to God, and those actions that lead one to this end are valuable. In this
article, I have criticized Ayatollah Mesbah's view on non-volitional nature of self-
loving, and presented a certain reading of the volitional nature of self-loving. In
this reading, by referring the self-loving to the principle of loving perfection, and
consequently comparing the perfection of essence with the higher perfections, we
have presented a justification for the volitional nature of self-loving. Therefore,
the criterion for moral values shifts from the man's true perfection to God's
perfection, and acting according to loving divine perfection is introduced as the
highest essential value of morality. As a result, another explanation of moral
realism and ultimate end of morality is offered. Despite these critiques, other
dimensions of this view are confirmed as its strong points.

KEY WORDS: proximity, moral value, necessity, incumbency.
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ABSTRACT

Among the eastern sciences, the only one whose subject matter is free from any
restriction and speaks of the absolute existence is 'mysticism’. The subject matter
of mysticism as a science is the existence of non-conditioned source of division
(wujud 1a bi-shart magasamt), which is free even from the bond of 'absolute'. By
the existence of non-conditioned source of division, we mean the very invisible
identity of Exalted God about which and whose states the science of mysticism
speaks. Perhaps one thinks that the subject matter of philosophy is also free from
any existential restriction and, thus, it can match the mysticism. But, this is a false
idea, because in theology — in its general sense of ‘philosophy’ — we speak of the
existence of non-conditioned division, and in the theology — in its specific sense —
we speak of the existence conditioned by 'no'. both of them have existential
narrowness in comparison to the existence of non-conditioned source of division.
Among the western sciences, the only one who could free himself from the
restrictions of the beings in his phenomenological view in order to go out of the
modernity crisis and set the mere existence as the subject of his science was
Heidegger. This article seeks to adjust two approaches with one another: in both
schools, we have gone to absolute existence, despite the fact that the author
acknowledges that the existence of the beings in Heidegger's epistemological
view is not identical with the existence of non-conditioned source of division in
the ontological system of mysticism. This distinction, however, does not
compromise our discussion, because the goal of adjustment is not just emphasis
on identities; rather, it is also important to highlight the differences.

KEY WORDS: Heidegger, Islamic mysticism, comparative philosophy,
phenomenology, existence of beings.
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ABSTRACT

The present article seeks to explore the nature of time in views presented by
Mir-Damad and William Craig, the contemporary Christian philosopher, to find
out the like-mindedness of these two thinkers regarding the ‘time' and reread the
innovations of each. Various theories presented by thinkers regarding the ‘time'
have been effective in resolving other theological and philosophical issues such
as the relationship between originality and antiquity, God's eternality,
temporality and eternity of the universe and the like. To explain God's
relationship with other beings, Mir-Damad put forward the theory of non-
temporal originality, regarding 'time' as preceded by non-temporal (dahri) non-
existence. He considered time and temporal affairs as being in the form of
perfect union in the sphere of everlasting time (dahr). This view seems to be
consistent with the metaphysical time presented by Craig. Despite the belief in
symmetry of time and existence, Craig believes in eternity and endlessness of
the past, and regards the physical time as manifestation of metaphysical time.

KEY WORDS: Mir-Damad, William Craig, time, motion, temporal
relativeness, the container of time, eternal.
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ABSTRACT

The adherents of philosophical hermeneutics have considered the difference in
jurisprudential precepts and jurisprudential reasoning as the support of that idea.
Reflection on the process of the jurisprudential reasoning and the foundations,
doctrines and outcomes of philosophical hermeneutics shows some similarities
and differences. Thus, a question arises as follows: "How is the relationship
between jurisprudential reasoning and hermeneutics evaluated: Identity or
difference?" The present study uses an analytical and descriptive method to
reach the following conclusions: identification of jurisprudential reasoning with
philosophical hermeneutics is a false idea. This is because the philosophical
hermeneutics — from the ontological viewpoint — is interpreter-centered and
avoids seeking the author's intention, while the jurisprudential reasoning is
author-centered and seeks to discover the author's intention. From the
epistemological perspective, the philosophical hermeneutics places all
understandings and interpretations in one line without preferring one to the
others, while such a claim is not acceptable in jurisprudential reasoning, and
merely one understanding conforms to reality. From the methodological
viewpoint, the jurisprudential reasoning — unlike philosophical hermeneutics
that regards prejudgment as the conditions for realization of understanding —
believes in details and divides types of prejudgment into imperative, non-
imperative, and meritorious, considering the realization of understanding and
interpretation as dependent on prejudgments or — better said — on imperative
and meritorious pre-understandings.

KEY WORDS: jurisprudential reasoning, jurisprudential schools, philosophical
hermeneutics, Gadamer.
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ABSTRACT

What anthropological foundations does the transcendental philosophy offer for
achieving gender justice? In defending women's rights, the feminists have made
theoretical efforts by relying on some anthropological foundations. This article
uses a descriptive-analytical method and seeks to find the unique foundations of
transcendental philosophy in that sphere. According to transcendental
philosophy and in contrast to feminist views, men and women are far beyond
their material body. Both are common in their essence of humanity as the
middle species, and this makes it possible for each to achieve the highest ranks
of perfection. Achieving these perfection ranks is not restricted to a certain
gender; rather, it is dependent on the actuality of the orders of theoretical and
practical reason, which is possible for both men and women. The ultimate goals
and desires of the men and women are much higher than the material life, and
they consider themselves as the passengers of the world higher than the material
world. Finally, the legal distinction between them is acceptable where they have
distinct existential perfections or practical reason draw different norms on them.

KEY WORDS: gender justice, transcendental philosophy, feminism,
anthropology.
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ABSTRACT

The concept of whole' as a concept abstracted from the individuals is among the
fundamental elements of some philosophical issues that considering it and
believing in its mode of existence depend on some important issues including
the way one approaches the system of concepts, distinction and its features. In
the present article, through explaining the system of concepts in Mulla Sadra’s
view, i.e. reflecting on the features of philosophical secondary intelligibles, we
present his fundamental view on the mode of the ‘existence of whole', and
assess the theory of holism in transcendental philosophy with the centrality of
the system of concepts. Mulla Sadra’s theory on the mode of existence of whole
is inferable from his objections on Avicenna and Suhrawardi's arguments for
proving necessary being and existence of numbers. In Mulla Sadra's view, the
whole [being] lacks any true existence, and is indeed nothing but the collection
of individual beings. However, by scrutiny on Mulla Sadra's strong
philosophical arguments and the status of the system of philosophical secondary
intelligibles for him, it seems that this view suffers a vivid inconsistency. The
writer believes that the present study can serve as the initial step in conquering
the teleological chapters of that theory in Mulla Sadra's philosophy, especially
its individual and social morality.

KEY WORDS: true existence, whole, secondary intelligible, Mulla Sadra.
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ABSTRACT

The problem of soul's immateriality has always been considered by the Muslim
scholars due to its close relationship with other issues in the Islamic studies. The
followers of detachment school (maktabe tafkik) believe in the physicality of the
soul by, on the one hand, rejecting the arguments of the philosophers regarding
the soul's immateriality and producing some evidences and, on the other hand, by
relying on the literal meaning of the traditions. On the contrary, Mulla Sadra,
considering the numerous rational evidences as well as transmitted ones, regards
the soul as an immaterial being. In view of the fact that both views have adduced
the verses and traditions in proving their claim on the soul's immateriality, we
have tried in this study to explore their rational evidences in this regard. Studying
the works on these two views and investigating the verses and traditions
pertaining to the soul reinforce the hypothesis that Mulla Sadra's view on the
soul's immateriality with rational evidences enjoys strong logical support.

KEY WORDS: soul's immateriality, physicality, soul, detachment school,
Mulla Sadra.
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ABSTRACT

The two-realm attitude towards man and belief in union of the immaterial soul
and the material body as two distinct types in a 'being' called the man is a
challenging discussion in the history of philosophy. Here, we may refer to
Avicenna's considerable role in explaining the nature of the soul, the relationship
between the soul and the body, and — accordingly — the soul's detachment from
the body. This article, with an analytical approach, investigates the documents
and aims at the union and detachment of the soul and body in Avicenna's view.
The findings of the study suggest that in Avicenna's thought, the soul has been
created without material or immaterial precedence and from the degradations of
the intellect in the material world and along with body. Then, it would detach
from the body and would become immaterial again in the ascending arch. Thus,
nothing becomes immaterial in the ascending arch except that it is immaterial
from the onset. He maintains that the reason for detachment of the soul is the
body and the disorders emerging from the vaporized spirit, and regards the body
as the reason for detachment. This is because according to the Avicenna's
philosophical system, with the body’s trickle and removal of the vaporized spirit's
agency, the soul is detached. Thus, the main agent of detachment is the body.
Besides, he has not offered a precise explanation for volitional and non-natural
death, explaining the reason for soul detachment just in natural death when it is
vivid and consistent with human's observations.

KEY WORDS: soul, body, unity of the soul and body, soul detachment.
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