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Abstract

Time is considered one of the most important philosophical issues in
explaining the reality of the human being. In contemporary philosophy,
Heidegger, by providing an existential interpretation of time, considers it as
the horizon of understanding and the very mode of existence of human
being; whereas in Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat-e Muta’aliyah) as per
the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujiid) and substantial motion (harakat-e
al-jawhari), Mullasadra views time as the fourth dimension of material
existence and one of the individuating characteristics of the human being.
Employing a comparative-analytical approach with the aim of engaging and
evaluating the two philosophical systems, this article addresses the
fundamental question of whether human beings are essentially temporal
entities or capable of transcending time.
The importance of time within Heidegger’s corpus of thought reinforces
the hypothesis that time has fundamental reality. To uncover the
relationship between the human being and time in Heidegger’s thought,
we must carefully review his definitions of existence, the human being,
and time. On the other hand, Mullasadra also holds an innovative
perspective on existence and time. As will be shown, if we accept
Heidegger’s interpretation, the possibility of human transcendence
beyond time is negated; conversely, if we prefer Mullasadra foundational
principles, Heidegger’s conception of time as the horizon of human
existence will not be acceptable.
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