Ma‘rifat-i Falsafi 2025, Vol. 22, No. 3, 97-112
©.08 https://creativecommos.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
10.22034/marefatfalsafi.2025.2022037

@ 20.1001.1.17354545.1404.22.3.5.1

Redesigning a Maximalist Reading of the Theory of Sense Intuition

Mohammad Ali Mohiti Ardakani / An associate professor of Dept. of philosophy, Imam Khomeini

Educational and Research Institute mohiti@iki.ac.ir

> Sajjad Vahedi{ 2} / An M.A. Student of philosophy, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Institute
Received: 2024/12/19 - Accepted: 2025/01/20 sajjadgardashman8585.85@gmail.com
Abstract

In its specific philosophical usage, ‘intuition’ (shuhtid) refers to the direct
apprehension of truth, which in philosophy is termed as 'knowledge by
presence’ (‘ilm hudari). The human soul, according to principles such as ‘al-
nafs ‘ayn al-badan' (the soul is identical with the body), ‘al-nafs fawq al-
badan’ (the soul is beyond the body), ‘al-nafs fi wahdatiha kull al-quwa hatta
al-hissiyya' (the soul in its unity encompasses all faculties, even the sensory
ones), ‘al-nafs fi wahdatiha muttahid ma‘a al-madda bi-shidditiha wa da‘fiha'
(the soul in its unity is united with matter in its intensity and weakness), and
‘al-nafs fawq al-madda’ (the soul is above matter), is not only there at the level
of sensory faculties but is also present in the external realm of the sensible
itself. The senses themselves possess certain characteristics that enable
multiple modes of perception. Philosophers have offered various
formulations of the theory of 'sense intuition.’ Based on the aforementioned
principles -and with the addition of the two key doctrines, ‘'al-nafs fi
wahdatiha muttahid ma‘a al-madda bi-shidditiha wa da‘fiha' (the soul in its
unity is united with matter in its intensity and weakness) and ‘al-nafs fawg al-
madda’ (the soul is above matter)- a maximalist formulation of the theory can
be defended. This paves the way for a renewed reading that reconfigures the
scope of knowledge by presence to include the material and sensible world.
Employing an analytical method, this paper demonstrates that in addition to
the three foundational principles emphasized by philosophers, two further
principles -al-nafs fi wahdatiha muttahid ma‘a al-madda bi-shidditiha wa
da‘fiha and al-nafs fawq al-madda- must also be taken into consideration.
Based on this framework, the soul enjoys a maximal degree of sense
intuition, both in the domain of its faculties (i.e., the sensory organs) and in
the realm of external sensibles, in accordance with the bodily characteristics
that are actualized in the senses and body in varying intensities. This intuition
includes knowledge by presence of bodily sensibles, cognitive faculties, and
non-bodily sensibles within their respective domains.

Keywords: sense intuition, faculties of the soul, knowledge by presence, material
world, sensibles, philosophical psychology.
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